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B o b  B a r o n  i s  a  l e g e n d  i n  t h e  w e a t h e r  w o r l d .  A  b r o a d c a st  m e t e o r o l o g i st  i n  N o r t h  A l a b a m a

b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  7 0 s ,  B a r o n  w o r ke d  i n  ra d i o ,  t h e n  o n t o  t e l e v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 8 0 s

a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  9 0 s .  H e  st e p p e d  b a c k  i n  1 9 9 6  t o  f o c u s  o n  h i s  co m p a n y  B a r o n  W e a t h e r,  a n d  i n
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2 0 1 8  h e  l a u n c h e d  t h e  n o n p r o f i t  B a r o n  C r i t i c a l  W e a t h e r  I n st i t u t e . 


Q: WHEN DID YOU FIRST BECOME INTERESTED IN WEATHER, AND HOW DID
YOU PARLAY THAT INTEREST INTO A CAREER?

A:  To be hon est ,  I  k in d o f  fe l l  into  i t .  My ear ly  days  were  in  rock and rol l  radi o.  I  came
to Huntsvi l le  in  1975,  a n d I  was  a  pi lot ,  so  I  had some FAA weathe r  tra i ni ng.  And th e
tele vis ion stat ion,  which  was  af f i l iated with  the radio  stat ion,  aske d m e i f  I  wou ld f i l l
in  doin g Sun day nigh t  weath er,  in  addit ion to  the  other  thing s  th at  I  d id,  and I
thought  that  sou nded l ike  f u n .  The morning after  that  I  was  at  a  hote l ,  and the guy
f i l l ing  the vending machin es  wal ked past  me and asked,  “ Were  you  on te le v is ion last
night?"  I  was  ho oked.

  I  f i l led  in  fo r  a  year  or  so,  a n d then our  ful l -t ime weatherman took  anothe r  posi t ion.
The y  wanted me to  stay  doing th e weather,  so  I  went  back and did  th e nece s sar y
sch ool ing to  b ecome a  profess i o nal  member  of  the  American Mete orological  Soci ety.
That  was  the sta rt  of  my caree r.  I  was  honored in  2010 to  be  ele vate d to  fe l low of  the
AMS,  so  I  got  in  k in d o f  by  th e  s kin  of  my teeth.  And the rest ,  as  the y  say,  is  h istor y.

Q: SPEAKING OF WEATHER IN HUNTSVILLE, WHAT IS THE MOST
INTERESTING WEATHER THAT YOU'VE EXPERIENCED OR WITNESSED?

A:  The most  s igni f ica nt  weather  e vent  for  me and my career  was  the  F4  tornado that
occurred on Novem b er  1 5 ,  1989,  r ipping through Huntsvi l le .  I t  was  w ithout  warning
from the weather  s er v ice  or  anyone else,  and e ven when we k ne w we  h ad a  tornado,
we didn't  know how big  i t  was  or  exact ly  where  i t  was,  what  dire ct i on i t  was  mov ing,
or  how fast .  

We lost  21  peo ple  that  da y  a nd  a  couple  more in  the  weeks  th at  fol lowe d.  I t  wei ghed
ver y  heavi ly  on me b ecau s e I  fe l t  l ike  I  hadn't  fol lowed through on m y  f i duci ar y
responsibi l i ty  to  the  publ ic .  A nd then,  spending t ime with  these  latch ke y  k ids  that
were at  home when th is  who le  t hing happened was just  heart-wrenchi ng.  A s  a  result ,
I  started my compa ny Baro n  S e r vices  (so -cal led at  the  t ime) ,  focusi ng on h ow we
could do better.  D e veloping weat her  tools  that  could provide better  data  and
information about  se vere  weather  and then f igur ing out  ways  of  gett ing  th at
information to  tho se in  ha rm 's  wa y has  been the company's  e f fort  for  th e  last  30
years.

Q: YOU STARTED THE NONPROFIT BARON CRITICAL WEATHER INSTITUTE IN
2018 WITH THE MISSION OF PROVIDING WORLD-CLASS INSTRUMENTATION
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TO SUPPORT PUBLIC SAFETY, EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH, AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT. CAN YOU TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT WHAT THAT
ORGANIZATION DOES AND YOUR REASONS FOR STARTING IT? 

A:  Over  the  yea rs ,  we ha ve de vel oped many radar  strategies  that  g ive  u s  a  lot  of
information about  wh at's  h ap pening in  the  atmosphere  above  arou nd 3000 feet .  But ,
we have ver y  l i tt le  instrum entat ion that  te l ls  us  what's  happe n ing at  the  s urface  of
the Earth.  So I  ret i red f ro m Ba ron Weather,  and we incorporate d thi s  nonprof i t .  I
have a  stron g sens e that  th e  state  of  Alabama can be doing a  lot  i n  the  fu tu re  for
research and de velo pm ent  (R&D )  in  many di f ferent  areas,  part i cular ly  t rans portat ion.
Man y  people  do n't  real ize  that  we've  got  more navigable  water way s  in  th e  state  of
Alabama than  a ny  oth er  state.  And we also  have more weather  th an m any othe r
states.  We've  got  h urr ica nes  to  the  south,  and then we've  got  a lmost  tundra-type
con dit io n s,  winter  sto rm s,  in  the  northern part  of  the  state.  An d,  of  course ,  we're
subject  to  f loods  an d to  a l l  the  ot her  things  that  occur.  So this  state  wou ld be pr imed
for  research into  var io us  as pe cts  o f  weather,  but  we have ver y  l i tt le  instrumentat ion.
My ef fort  has  been to  co ns ol id ate  what  we do have.

We work coo perat ively  with  th e  Al abama Department  of  Transportat i on,  and th e
Univers ity  of  Sou th  A la bama h as  a  weather  network ,  and that 's  bee n i nclu ded as
wel l .  A labama Power  h a s  a ls o  b ecome a  wonderful  partner  for  us  be caus e th e y 've
gotten excited a b o u t  my ef fo rt  to  instal l  a  state wide,  h igh-densi ty  Weathe rNet  with
more than a  s ing le  s en sor  a n d ca m in  each one of  the  counties  of  the  state.  

Q: HOW MANY TEMPESTS DO YOU HAVE AS PART OF THAT NETWORK? DOES
EACH ONE HAVE A CAMERA?

A:  We are  up to  abo ut  40  so  far,  and the y each have a  camera.  The  i nst i tute  i ts el f  is
g iv ing one Tem pest  stat io n to  each county,  but  the  ult imate  goal  is  to  have 10  or  15
Tempests  in  each o ne o f  the  count ies  in  the  state,  and there  are  67  countie s,  so  a
minimum of  670  lo cat io n s  a cross  t he  state.  I t  may take us  a  whi le ,  but  I 'm ver y
excited about  th e  k ind of  rece ption I 'm gett ing.  Learn More Abou t Tempest
Bus ine ss  Solut ions  >> >

Q: CAN YOU SPEAK ON THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC AGENCIES AND PRIVATE
WEATHER COMPANIES COMING TOGETHER TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SAFETY AND
WEATHER FORECASTING? 

 A :  Over  the  years ,  th ere's  b een a  lot  of  l ip  ser vice  about  pr ivate  com panie s  and the
publ ic  secto r  coming togeth er,  but  in  real i ty,  i t 's  a  chal lenge.  The  reas on that  I  set
up this  nonprof i t  is  so  that  we can do a  better  job communicat ing.  I 'm not  su re  that  a

https://business.weatherflow.com/
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private  ent i ty  wou ld be able  to  reach out  to  the  Department  of  Trans portat ion (DOT)
in  our  state,  for  insta nce,  as  a  no nprof i t  can.  And i t 's  the  same way holdi ng hands
with  academia  a cro s s  the  state.  So I  th ink one of  the  major  ef fo rts  of  the  inst i tu te  is
to  break  down s i los .  We're  tr y i ng  to  br ing the var ious  ent i t ies  th at  h ave  an interest  i n
weather  and what  the y' re  doing  into  an overal l  network .  I 'm excited abou t  the  way
things  are  chang ing  h ere.  Fo r  i nstance,  the  Alabama DOT converte d the ir  road
weather  sy stems f rom report ing about  e ver y  20  minutes  to  report ing m inute  by
minute,  which ma kes  i t  po ssibl e  for  emergenc y management  to  us e  th at  information
when the y're  monito r in g  dan gero us  storms passing through th e area.  

On the other  s ide  of  th e  coin,  t he  folks  at  the  DOT wanted to  know  i f  th ere  was  a  way
that  the y  could get  acces s  to  information regarding invers ions.  Th e y  wante d to  know
when invers ions  existed,  main ly  because the y're  spraying herbic i des ,  and i f  the y've
got  invers ions ,  i t  ten ds  to  spread that  herbic ide out .  Then the y  get  complai nts  f rom
farmers  whose cro ps  h a ve b ee n af fected.  But  with  the help  o f  th e  state  c l imatologist ,
we're  addin g sen s o rs  at  d i f fere nt  a lt i tudes  so  that  we wi l l  be  able  to  s ee  w he n the
best  t ime is  for  them to  a pply  t heir  herbic ide.  This  is  the  k ind of  i nne r  cooperat ion
that  I 'm tr y in g to  a chie ve.

Q: IN REGARDS TO THE BARON CRITICAL WEATHER INSTITUTE, WHERE DO
YOU SEE THAT ORGANIZATION IN 20 YEARS? 

A:  I  would l ike  the  inst i tute  to  b e  the custodian of  the  instrume ntat i on and
experiment  with  n e w mea n s  o f  determining things.  A s  an example,  th e  concept  of
putt ing in stru mentat io n  aboard drones,  and instead of  having weathe r  bal loons ,  we
would be able  to  ha ve a  s ystem o f  drones  across  the  state.  I  th ink th at 's  actual ly  ve r y
workable,  we j ust  h a ven 't  gotten t hat  far.  There's  that  crawl ,  walk  before  you run
type thing.  And beca use of  o u r  a ssociat ion with  Alabama DOT,  th ere 's  a  s ubstant ial
interest  in  intel l igen t  tra n s po rtat ion and some of  the  instrume ntat ion th at 's  used.

Learn  more abo ut  B aron Weather  and the Baron Critical  Weather Insti tute.  

https://www.baronweather.com/
https://www.baroninstitute.com/
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TEMPEST FOR BUSINESS

Tempest  of fers  a  powerf u l  platfo rm solut ion that  helps  businesse s  and com m unit i es
manage weather  im pa cts .  Kee p people  safe,  protect  infrastructu re ,  opt i m ize
operat ions,  and sa ve m on e y  wit h  TempestOne.  

Learn M ore  > >>

DANGEROUS LEVELS OF HEAT STRESS TO BECOME MORE COMMON BY 2100

Research f ro m the U n ivers ity  o f  Washington and Har vard Unive rs i ty  f i nds  th at  by  th e
year  2100 many pa rts  of  the  wor ld  wi l l  exper ience dangerous  heat  stress  condit ions ,
e ven i f  Par is  Agreement  goals  are  met .  Using heat  index measureme nts,  a  research
team created a  var iety  of  s cen arios  for  the  year  2100.  In  the  worst-cas e  sce nario,
con dit io n s  in  wh ich huma ns  should not  be  outdoors  could become  common in
coun tr ies  c lo se  to  th e  equ ato r.   

Read More >> >

HOW A GIANT SPRINKLER SYSTEM COULD HELP THWART WILDFIRES IN
SPAIN

Prolonged droug ht  a n d soar ing temperatures  have made 2022 th e worst  year  on
record for  fo rest  f i res  in  Spain .  B ut  a  smal l  town near  Valencia  cal led Ri barroja  has

https://business.weatherflow.com/
https://business.weatherflow.com/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/08/220825120317.htm
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created a  unique defen se s y stem against  a  potent ial  b laze  –  40  g igantic  water
spr inklers  surrou nding the town.  Known as  the  Guardian project ,  the  s y ste m  u se s
rec ycled water  f ro m  n ea rby homes to  shower  the trees,  bamb oo,  and oth er
vegetat ion  that  s i t  below.  

Read More >> >

WHY SEPTEMBER IS THE NEW MAY FOR GARDENERS 

A s the summer ga rden  s ea s o n  beg ins  to  wind down for  many parts  of  the  Unite d
States,  fo rmer  s en io r  directo r  of  t he  Pennsylvania  Hort icultural  Society ’s
Meadowbrook Fa rm ,  Jen ny Ro se C ase y,  makes  an appeal ing case  for  the  autumnal
garden .  By  thinking a b o u t  th e  ty pes  of  f lowers  in  your  garden by  the ir  s ize ,  shape,
scale,  and e ven colo r,  yo u  ca n easi ly  create  a  fa l l  garden of  yo ur  ow n that  w i l l  stay
vibrant  and stro ng un t i l  the  f i rst  f rosts  of  the  season.  

Read More >> >
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