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THE PRICE OF COASTAL LIVING IS ABOUT TO SKYROCKET  

MENU

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/
https://tempest.weatherflow.com/author/weatherflow


10/7/21, 9:11 AM Tempest News | October 2021

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/october-2021 2/7

Around 8  mi l l ion  A m erica n s  moved to  the coastal  U.S.  between 2000 and 2017,
soakin g up the sun an d s easid e  l i festyle  as  wel l  as  the  benef i ts  of  a  largely
subsidized f loo d in s u rance pa y ment .  But  now,  a l l  of  that  is  abou t  to  change  as  FEMA
prepares  to  ro l l  o ut  Risk  Rat ing  2 .0 :  a  ne w r isk  assessment  meth od th at  consi ders  the
threat  of  f looding as  o ur  c l imate  changes.

Read More >> >

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS USUALLY DON'T MOTIVATE AMERICANS TO
RELOCATE   

Se vere  weather  e ven ts  l ike  hurr ica nes,  f loods,  tornadoes,  and w i ldf i re s  can w ipe out
homes an d bu siness es,  a n d weaken social  and economic  stabi l i ty.  But  a  re cent  pol l
showed that  many  A mericans  wo ul d rather  rebui ld  than relocate.  

Read More >> >

KIDS BORN IN 2020 WILL EXPERIENCE UP TO 7X MORE CLIMATE DISASTERS 
 

According to  a  n e w stu dy  in  the  j o urnal  Science ,  chi ldren born in  2020 are  expected
to experien ce extreme cl imate  e vents  at  a  rate  of  two to  se ven t ime s  h ighe r  than
peo ple  bo rn in  1 9 6 0 .  Th e study  looked at  e vents  l ike  droughts,  h eatwaves ,  wi ldf i re s ,
and tro pical  storms us ing  data  f ro m a  2021 c l imate  change report .

Read More >> >

TEMPEST INNOVATOR OF THE MONTH

Ton y Rice  is  the  Rowin g  Scien ce Lead for  Rowing Austral ia .  He he lpe d de si gn and
deploy  a  Regatta  Weath er  Sy stem using the Tempest .  This  was  us ed for  both  traini ng
and racing in  Austra l ia  a nd in  Tokyo for  the  Olympic  Games.  "We  wante d an on-wate r
sy stem that  was  s em i-perma nent  ( could be deployed for  weeks  w ithou t  the  need for
main tenance)  and prov ided rea l-t ime readings  at  water  le vel  to  dete rmi ne the exact
con dit ions  that  were  being  experienced by  the rowers,"  Tony explaine d.  "We
design ed a  system th at  wo u ld  e na ble  a  Tempest  de vice  to  f loat  on water  w ith  al l
infrastructure  (network hub,  internet  connect ion,  etc)  sel f-contai ne d in  a  s i ngle
waterpro of  un it ."

See the Regatta Weathe r Sy ste m on Instagram >>>

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/10/01/price-living-near-shore-is-already-high-its-about-go-through-roof/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/1-in-3-americans-say-theyve-been-affected-by-extreme-weather-recently
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abi7339
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/28/1041118810/children-born-after-2020-extreme-climate-events
https://www.instagram.com/weatherflow/
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...WITH PETER CURLEY, VP OF MARKETING AT IFTTT (IF THIS THEN THAT)
WHO EXPLAINS HOW THE SERVICE CAN CREATE INTERCONNECTED
RELATIONSHIPS AND SCENARIOS TO MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER.

In  a  world  of  home appl ian ces ,  weather  stat ions,  secur ity  syste m s,  and te le vi s ions
that  are  now wirelessly  con nected to  the  internet ,  enabl ing th ose  de vi ces  to
commun icate  with  on e a n other  is  more important  than e ver.  IFTTT is  a  software
platform that  makes  th is  po s s i b le. 


Q: HI PETER! TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT  IFTTT FIRST AND HOW IT GOT
STARTED. 

A:  IFTTT was founded 1 1  yea rs  a go by  our  CEO Linden Tibbets.  We  h ave  30  e mployee s
and 24  mil l io n  u sers ,  s o  we a re  a  smal l  company but  we real ly  love  w hat  we  do.

The or ig inal  idea beh in d I FTT T  is  s imple.  Take a  ser vice  in  your  l i fe  -  w hethe r  that  be
ema il ,  calenda r,  ma y b e i t ’s  a  s ma rt  bulb  -  and connect  that  to  anoth er  s er vi ce.  
Basical ly,  IFTTT is  a  way to  integrate  a  bunch of  d isparate  de vices ,  s er vi ce s,  or  apps
and connect  them al l .  

Q: HOW DOES IT WORK?   

A:  Right  now,  we have 700 di f ferent  ser vices  on our  platform.  In  the  ear ly  days  on the
internet ,  you ha d Twitter  a nd  Gma il ,  but  the y  couldn't  “talk”  to  each othe r.  Now,
with  IFTTT yo u can  ema i l  yourse l f  f rom Twitter.  

Another  popu lar  exa mple  -  s ay  something happens with  the weath er,  and you want  to
use that  weather  e vent  as  a  tr i gger  to  connect  to  another  de vice  and s er vi ce .  So i f
you know i t ’s  f reezin g ,  and h ave a  summer house,  and are  concerne d whe n i t

https://ifttt.com/weatherflow
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f reezes.    You could use  yo ur  p erso nal ized weather  stat ion to  se nd yours el f  a
noti f icat ion that  i t  is  f reezin g a nd then could turn on the heat  remotely.  

Q: WHO THOUGHT OF THIS? AND WHAT IS THE TECHNOLOGY NEEDED TO DO
THIS? 

A:  The concept  is  easy.  IFTTT's  fo under  and CEO,  L indon Tibbets ,  compares  i t  to  the
phy sical  wo rld  -  l ike  e ver y  t ime I  put  on my Nike  shoes  with  Le vi  jeans.  Wh at  IFTTT is
doing is  s imi la r  to  pu tt in g  di f fe rent  products  in  the  physical  wo rld  togeth er,  but  in
the digital  wo rld.  In  digita l ,  i t ’s  more di f f icult  to  connect  these  s er vi ces,  but  our  goal
is  to  make i t  easy.  

Think about  th e Tempest .  You b ui l t  this  de vice,  which is  standalone -  i t  g ives  you
perso nal ized weath er.  I f  I  h ave  my own personal ized weather  stat i on,  I  would want  to
integrate  that  into  the rest  of  my l i fe .  So when Tempest  conne cts  to  IFTTT,  u se rs  can
integrate  their  weath er  data  w i th  700 other  ser vices.  That  on e I FTTT conne ct i on
al lows us  to  integ rate  into  ma ny  other  parts  of  customer  l ives.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME WAYS USERS ARE CONNECTING THEIR WEATHER TO
THEIR HOMES?

A:  Here  are  so me examples  of  how i t ’s  being used r ight  now on IFTTT:

"Bl ink  my  Hue l igh ts  wh en th e f i rst  ra indrops start  fa l l in g."

"Alert  me to  f reezing  tem pe ratures  by  text ."

"Delay  my Racchio  s pr in k ler  c ycle  when i t  ra ins."

"Fire  warning:  text  m e wh e n the humidity  drops."

"Park  my Husqvarn a  a u to -m ower  dur ing f rost ."

"Do not  water  my yard i f  Te m pest  detects  strong wind."

"Turn my Phi l ips  Hue l ig ht  bl ue when i t ’s  f reezing."

https://shop.weatherflow.com/collections/frontpage/products/tempest
https://ifttt.com/weatherflow


10/7/21, 9:11 AM Tempest News | October 2021

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/october-2021 5/7

Q: THOSE ARE SOME FUN EXAMPLES. CAN YOU GIVE ME ANOTHER EXAMPLE
OF WHAT CONNECTS TO WHAT AND WHY?

A:    Gen eral ly  yo u’d  conn ect  to  s o me type of  not i f icat ion,  l ike  “text  m e w h en there  is
l igh tn ing in  m y a rea,”  o r  “n ot i fy  me when there  are  high winds,”  for  exam ple .  We the n
have an  in tegrat io n  with  Go o gl e  where  you can log  certain  tempe ratu re s  or
windspeeds into  a  Go ogle  spreadsheet  and keep an archive  of  d i f fere nt  weathe r  over
t ime.  

Q: COULDN’T TEMPEST BUILD THESE INTEGRATIONS THEMSELVES?

A:  Tempest  cou ld b u i ld  a l l  thes e  integrat ions  themselves,  bu t  wou ld spe nd two
l i fet imes doin g so  and ma in taining al l  the  integrat ions.  That ’s  not  th ei r  job.  The y
wan t  to  do their  j o b  wel l  an d we  want  to  make people's  l ives  eas ie r.  

Q: HOW DO YOU FIND IFTTT BEING USED TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE? 

A:  We have lots  of  d i f feren t  weather  ser vices  on our  platform.  One  I  l i ke  i s  “ i f  the  a ir
qual i ty  is  bad,  then turn  my l ig hts  red in  the  morning before  I  go  ou t  s o  I  k now  i f  the
air  qual i ty  is  poo r.”  I f  you  h a ve  a  smart  bulb  (LIFX  or  Hue ) ,  you can ch ange th e color
of  the  l ights  auto matical ly  through the app.  

Q: HOW DOES IFTTT CONNECT TO DEVICES OTHER THAN THRU SMS
MESSAGES?

A:  There  are  s e vera l  d i f ferent  appl icat ions.    For  example,  i f  I  turn  m y  th erm ostat  too
high and I  feel  ba d for  th e  planet ,  I  can set  i t  to  automatical ly  p lant  tre es  on m y
beh alf  or  of fset  carbo n af ter  a  certain  threshold.  Al l  the  ser vices  h ave  to  be  on IFTTT,
but  on ce the y are,  yo u  ca n  do al l  sorts  of  interest ing things.  

Q: SO IT ACTUALLY CAN MONITOR YOUR ELECTRICITY AND TAKE ACTION
BASED ON THE USAGE?

A:  Yes.  In  Cal i fo rnia ,  wh ere  I  l i ve,  e lectr ic i ty  is  cheaper  after  9  pm.  So I  can control
al l  my  de v ices  to  ma ke s u re  th e y only  run after  9  pm.  I  buy a  smart  plu g and don’t
start  anythin g -  the  dish was her,  the  washing machine,  the  Roomba vacu u m ,  unt i l
after  9  pm.

Q: HOW DO YOU GET PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND HOW SIMPLE AND EASY AND
USEFUL IFTTT IS?

https://www.lifx.com/
https://www.philips-hue.com/en-us/explore-hue/propositions/personal-mood-lighting
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A:  Wel l ,  24  mi l l io n  do  u n dersta nd that!  But  there  is  a  techy qual i ty  to  i t .  We’re
gett ing  c lose  to  being mainst ream,  but  we are  not  there  yet .  T he UI  is  ver y  s i mple
and i t ’s  easy  to  create  n e w a p pl ets .  Over  t ime,  this  wi l l  become  m ore mainstream as
e ver ythin g becomes  a  ser vice.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CRAZIEST CONNECTIONS YOU’VE SEEN?

A:  There  is  an  industr ia l  Swedis h brand,  Husqvarna ,  and the y us e  i t  to  che ck  th e
weather  to  determin e i f  their  au tomatic  lawnmowers  should run or  not  de pendi ng on
i f  i t  i s  ra inin g or  th ere  is  f rost .  I t ’s  so  easy  because Husqvarna has  i ts  own app,  w h ich
we are  integrated direct ly  in to.  

L ike  Husqvarna,  iRobot  in teg rates  with  IFTTT direct ly  within  the ir  app too.  I t ’s  much
easier  for  the  user  becau se i t  provides  them with  a  direct  conne ct i on.  

Another  interest ing  one is  a  f intech company that  connects  with  a  f i tne s s  app cal le d
Strava .  Ever y  t ime I  go  for  a  r un,  i t  wi l l  te l l  my bank account  to  s ave  $10,  w hich
motivates  me to  run  a nd exerc i se  more.  Fitbit  i s  another  one -  i f  I  walk  s o  m any
steps,  yo u can do  th e s ame kind of  thing.  I t  re wards  behavior.  

Q: THE HUMAN BEHAVIOR ANGLE IS AN INTERESTING ONE!

A:  Yes,  you can see h ow you ca n use  incentives  and behavioral  motivat ion to  quit
smokin g,  exercise  m ore,  etc .  Th ere  are  a  lot  of  apps  that  do this  standalone but  whe n
you integrate  the oth er  s er vice s  in  your  l i fe  -  l ike  your  bank o r  your  carbon footpr int ,
that ’s  when i t  beco m es  intere st ing.  And that ’s  the  real  geniu s  o f  IFTTT,  i t  a l lows  you
to integrate  be yo nd your  n orma l  apps and kind of  makes  them  IRL ( in  real  l i fe) .
That ’s  the  way ser v ices  a re  goi ng .  The physical  world  is  just  not  the re  yet .

Q: FINALLY, CAN YOU WALK ME THROUGH THE STEPS TO SIGN UP? 

A:  Go to our  webs ite .  You ca n s ign up for  a  f ree  account  or  dow nload th e app,  which
is  avai lable  for  IO S o r  A ndro id.    A  f ree  account  a l lows you to  create  integrat ions
yoursel f.  

For  example,  i f  you wa nted to  connect  your  Twitter  account  to  a  l ight  bu lb,  f i rst  you
would go  to  Twitter  o n IFTTT,  a ut henticate  and s ign in  to  your  account .  The n,  do the
same to  your  l ig h tbulb  a nd we  h andle  the  rest!  Now,  e ver y  t ime  you r  name  is
mentioned in  a  tweet ,  a l l  th e  l i ghts  in  the  house f lash.  

One other  thin g I  want  to  mention.  Think about  the  name -    I f  Th is ,  The n That .  I f
somethin g happens ,  then you do something else.  That  is  the  core  of  w h at  we are  — 
putt ing ser vices  together,  th en something happens and act io n i s  create d—that  i s  th e

https://www.husqvarna.com/us/
https://www.strava.com/
https://www.fitbit.com/global/us/home
https://ifttt.com/
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elemental  idea.  I t ’s  s o  s imple  a nd especial ly  now that  more and more  companies  are
offer in g APIs  fo r  their  ser v ices,  so  many more things  are  conne cte d now.  Th e API
gives  yo u that  sta n da rdized integrat ion protocol  we use  to  me sh e ver ythi ng togeth er.
We’re  just  the  g lu e to  con nect  peo ple  with  so  many opt ions.

Learn mo re about  I FTTT an d check out  the  applets  made for  Tempe st  at
https:// ifttt.com/weathe rf low .  

D O W N L O A D  . P D F
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