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THE NOAA SPRING OUTLOOK IS HERE, AND IT'S DRY
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Earl ier  this  month ,  the  Nat io na l  O ceanic  and Atmospheric  Admi ni strat ion re leas ed i ts
of f ic ia l  spr ing ou tloo k with  reports  of  expanding drought  for  mu ch  of  the  countr y
and a  warmer  than usu a l  s pr i n g.    Currently,  the  United States  is  cons ide red to  be  in
moderate  drought  in  over  4 4 % of  t he  countr y,  with  almost  18% in  extreme
dro ught .  Read More >>>

GREEK ALPHABET RETIRED FROM TROPICAL STORM NAMING LIST

The World  Meteo rolo g ical  Orga nizat ion has  announced that  i t  wi l l  no longer  use  the
Greek alphabet  fo r  n a m ing  trop ical  storms in  the  future,  due  to  potent ial  confu si ons
or  distract ion s  surro un ding  th e  names.    2020 was the second season in  15  years  that
the Greek alphabet  wa s  u sed for  Hurr icanes  Eta  and Iota.    Mov ing for ward a  l ist  of
supplemental  names  wi l l  be  us e d in  the  e vent  that  the  in it ia l  l i st  of  nam es  i s
exhausted.   Read More >>>

SIX MONTH (OR MORE) SUMMERS PREDICTED IN THE NORTHERN
HEMISPHERE BY 2100

A group of  res earch ers  u s ed c l imate  model ing to  study the sh i f t i ng  seas ons  of  the
Northern Hemis ph ere.    Their  f indings?    A  summer season that  lasts  nearly  hal f  the
yea r.    Studies  show that  i f  o ur  trends f rom the last  50  years  co n tinue  w ithou t  change,
by  2100 winter  wi l l  la st  two mont hs  of  the  year  with  s igni f icant  drops  i n  the  spr ing
and autumn  s eas on s.   Read more >>>

. . .w ith horticultu re teache r  and  manager  of  the outdoor garden s at  the New York
Botanical  Garde ns,  Adam C h ope r.

We caught  up with  A dam on  o ne o f  the  f i rst  warm days  in  ear ly  March  to  ch at  about
the weather  and wh ere  to  beg in  as  we plan our  gardens this  seas on.

Q: HOW IS THE NYBG TODAY? WHAT'S BLOOMING?

https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/forecast-spring-nasty-drought-worsens-much-us-rcna449
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/17/weather/weather-hurricane-retired-name-list-greek-alphabet/index.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/03/210308165237.htm


3/22/2021 Tempest News | March 2021

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/march_2021 3/6

A:We've  had a  cou ple  of  da ys  here  now that  were  in  the  50s  and  60s .    A lready,  minor
bulbs  are  start ing  to  blo om—t he snowdrops have been up for  a  w h i le  now (th e y  grow
through the sn ow).  A ls o,  the  wi tc h hazel  has  been in  bloom for  a  l i tt le  whi le .  When
it 's  real ly  warm l ike  to day,  the  w itch hazel  is  r id iculously  f ragrant!  We  h ave
hel lebores,  crocus ,  an d i r is  ret icul ata  start ing  to  open in  our  rock garde n.  We also
have buds on the ma g no l ias .

Q:HOW DOES THIS SPRING COMPARE TO THE LAST YEAR?

A:This  spr ing is  later  th an the l ast  couple  of  years ,  which is  actu al ly  m ore normal  for
us.  Last  year  didn't  h ave a  pro per  winter,  and this  year,  we are  just  gett i ng  out  f rom
under  the  snow cover.

Q:WHAT ARE YOU NOTICING IN THE GARDENS AS A RESULT OF OUR
CHANGING WEATHER?

A:We are  always  plant ing thin gs  on the edge of  what  can sur v ive .  We  ant ic i pate  th at
temperatures  are  wa rmin g ,  an d t here  are  more extreme weathe r  e vents .  A nd we have
been experim en tin g  with  pla n ts  t hat  normal ly  are  not  in  our  USDA  h ardines s  zones.
We are  test ing  weather,  a n t ic ipat ing future  change,  and tr y in g to  be  prepared for  i t .

Q:CAN YOU GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE OF SOME EXPERIMENTAL PLANTINGS?

A:  Sure.  We are  plant ing l ive  oaks,  which are  popular  in  the  sou th .  Typi cal ly  you' l l
see  l ive  oaks  in  Sa van na h ,  draped in  Spanish moss.  We have som e se edl ings  started
in  ant ic ipat io n o f  the  weather  warming up in  NY State.  We project  that  we  wi l l  be
able  to  grow thing s  that  histor i cal ly  we haven't  been able  to,  and we' l l  grow  plants
that  have only  u n t i l  recently  t hr ived much further  south.

Q: WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THAT?

A:  I 'm predict ing  we wi l l  have  a  longer  growing season,  more inte ns e storms ,  and we
see a  lot  more of  that  a lrea dy.  We had a  tropical  storm Isaiah this  s u m m er th at
resulted in  tremendo u s  tree  d amage from the f ierce  winds.  Most  of  our  wi nds  come
from the west ,  bu t  th is  came f rom the east .  I t 's  more exposed and a  di re ct ion we
don't  typical ly  get  b ig  win d f ro m.  

But  on  the posit ive  s ide,  we wi l l  b e  able  to  grow things  we don 't  typi cal ly  grow  h ere.
We might  have palm trees  in  N Y!  I t 's  a  scar y  thought  but  not  o ut  of  the  qu est ion.  But
that 's  ver y  long -term ,  ma y b e  more than ten years  away.
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Q:GIVEN THE UNPREDICTABLE WEATHER, HOW CAN YOU GUARANTEE THAT
PLANTS ARE BLOOMING ON SCHEDULE WHEN VISITORS COME TO THE
GARDENS?

A:  We are  a  garden ,  but  this  is  s how business!  Here,  there  are  a  lot  of  stake holde rs
and expectat ions  fo r  exh ibit io ns.  We put  on a  show e ver y  year  wi th  th e bigge st  and
best  ornamenta l  d isplays .  I t  ca n't  go  wrong!  And i f  i t  does,  we  have to  improvise .
When we order  plants ,  we ord e r  extra.  We have backup plans  and th en backup plans
for  backup plans.  I 'm ver y  goo d at  spinning plates!

Q:WELL, THEN WE ALL NEED YOUR GARDENING HACKS!  

A:  Wel l ,  the  best  h ack is  to  fo l l ow the USDA hardiness  zone gui des  for  s pr i ng plant ing
and kn ow the pla nts  you're  p la nt ing and what  the y  can tolerate  (w h ich  you can
google) .  Even better,  watch  the 1 0 -day forecast  before  you plant  and look  at
histor ical  weather  data  fo r  wh at  happens in  your  area.  

Yesterday mo rning,  for  exam pl e,  I  was  about  to  plant  hundreds  of  v i olas.  I  che cked
the weather,  a nd i t  said  Su n da y night  would get  to  25  degrees .  So we paus ed.  Now,  i f
we had planted,  we ca n cover  t he  plants .  We use  REMAY,  but  you can u se  bu rlap,  and
it  works  l ike  a  b la nket  to  keep t he plants  warm.  But  you don't  want  to  kee p i t  on
during the day;  yo u  wa nt  the  pl ants  to  get  a ir.  

We also  do thing s  l ike  h ardening o f f  our  plants  before  going f rom the  cozy  warm
greenhouse to  co lder  weather.  We accl imate  them,  so  when i t 's  a  warm day,  we' l l
gradual ly  put  th em o u t  for  the  da y and br ing them back in  at  n i gh t .  We w i l l  s lowly
bui ld  them up unt i l  th e y  are  stro ng enough to  be outs ide ful l  t i m e.

Q:DO YOU HAVE A WEATHER STATION ON-SITE?

A:  Absolutely.  I  cros s -referen ce  our  stat ion's  weather  with  thre e di f fe re nt  weathe r
apps when I  need mo re speci f ics .

Q:SO WOULD YOU SAY THE WEATHER IS ALMOST THE MOST CRITICAL
FACTOR IN MANAGING YOUR GARDEN?

A:  The most  impo rtan t  th in g  I  tea c h is :  Know the weather  and know  the  plants .  I f
you're  goin g to  ta ke ga mbles,  ma ke sure  i t 's  an educated gamble .  I f  you 're  a
homeowner  and wa n t  to  pla nt  a  f lowerbed that  wi l l  cost  thousands  to  f i l l  ou t ,  don't ! !
Start  with  buy in g  o n e or  two i nstead of  going al l  in .  I t 's  a l l  abou t  expe r i m enting.
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Know your  micro cl imates.  Know that  your  south-facing s lope is  going to  be  di f ferent
than other  spots  on you r  pro pert y.  Hedge your  bets .

Q:WHAT ARE YOU PLANTING /PREPARING FOR NOW?

A:The showbiz  ne ver  sto ps!  We  ha ve to  get  e ver ything ready fo r  the  s u m m er
exhibit ion-  Japa n ese art ist  Kus ama.  I t  opens on Apri l  9th.  We wi l l  have a  lot  of
scu lptures  in  the  ga rden  and I  h ave to  make i t  look fantast ic  for  ope ni ng day.  We wi l l
have bulbs,  an d there  wi l l  be  a  sculpture  going in  the  middle  o f  a  law n.  Ever y  day
from the opening to  fa l l ,  there  wi l l  be  something beauti ful  in  that  space .

Q:CAN YOU LEAVE US WITH YOUR GO-TO RESOURCES FOR THE HOME
GARDENER? BOOKS OR GADGETS THAT YOU LIKE TO USE?

A:The best  thing  to  do  is  go  to  the  botanic  gardens near  where  you l i ve.  Go regular ly
and take pictures  of  wh at  yo u love.  Repl icate  i t  at  home!  Ne ve r  stop experimenting -
and i t  doesn't  have to  be  expensive.  

And i f  you are  a  h om eowner,  k now your  s i te ,  do a  basic  soi l  test ,  know w h at  nutr ie nts
are  in  the  soi l .  Kn ow wh at  yo ur  P H is .  I f  you have s i l t  c lay,  th at  w i l l  ch ange wh at  you
can  grow.  There's  a  pla n t  fo r  e ver y  condit ion for  soi l .

I  a lso  recommend a  ra in  gau ge to  e ver yone.  I  love  those thin gs .  Th ere  are  some  ver y
good inexpensive  k inds;  st ick  i t  o uts ide when i t  ra ins,  and i t  w i l l  te l l  you  h ow m uch
rain  you got .  You wi l l  know i f  you have to  water.  Sometimes,  th e  su rface of  s i l t  w i l l
look dr y,  but  there's  plenty  o f  water  for  roots .  The best  garde ners  are  th e  ones  who
water  genero usly  bu t  inf requentl y.  A s  a  general  rule,  you don't  nee d to  water  e ve r y
day.  I f  you do,  i t  keeps  ro ots  at  the  surface and makes  them vu lnerable  w h en i t  gets
hot  and dr y.  I t 's  better  to  wate r  l o nger  and less  f requently,  which  h elps  the  roots  go
deeper,  and the pla n ts  wi l l  be  m o re stable  in  drought  s i tuat ions  in  th e  m iddle  of  the
summer.  

And n e w plants  n eed more water  than establ ished plants  becaus e of  root
de velo pment .  You ca n lea rn  more at  any of  the  v irtual  c lasses  at  th e NYBG website .
We do i t  a l l ,  and th e a dult  educat ion catalog is  amazing!  Take a  c las s!

D O W N L O A D  . P D F
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