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A aron Tutt le  has  been  pass io nate  about  the  weather  s ince he can re m e m be r.  Growi ng
from a  sto rm-obs es sed kid  in to  a  storm-chasing adult ,  A aron turne d h i s  love  of  the
weather  into  a  succes sf u l  career  in  TV meteorolog y before  start ing  his  own weathe r
broadcasts  and weather  a pp,  ATsWeatherToGo .  We spoke with  A aron abou t  his
career,  h is  most  m emo rable  chase,  and what  advice  he  has  for  aspir ing  you ng
meteo rologists .

Q: WHEN DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO BECOME A METEOROLOGIST?

A:  I  had an art ist ic  m in d as  a  k id,  but  was  fascinated by  weather,  e special ly  storms .  I
do not  recommend this ,  but  w hen I  was  about  e ight  or  n ine,  I  c l i m be d u p on the roof
during a  thunderstorm to  tr y  to  touch the c louds.  The y were  ver y  low th at  day,  and I
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tho ught  I  co uld  do  i t .  There  wa s  l ightning around,  but  i t  d idn't  e ve n both e r  me back
then.  A s  I  got  older,  that  mental i t y  k ind of  gre w into  weather  watch e r  statu s  and I
loved to  watch th e weath er  guy  o n TV.

  I  was  bo rn an d ra ised in  D a l las ,  and I  watched Harold  Taft  at  the  af f i l i ate  Ch annel
Five  there,  and I  tho ught ,  “ I  wa nt  to  do that  one day.”    And that  was  my dr i ve.  I  h ad
the opportun ity  to  pu rsu e a rt  instead,  and whi le  I  enjoyed and excel led at  that ,  my
mom said  so methin g  that  a lway s  stuck with  me.  When adults  speak  to  ch i ldre n,  the y
don't  a lways  understa n d that  chi ldren may take you l i teral ly.    I  th i nk  I  was  around 13
when my  mo m sa id,  “ I f  yo u want  to  work in  the  art  world,  you' l l  probably  e nd up
l iv in g in  a  cardb oard box.”  A n d I  thought ,  "Wel l . . .  that  doesn't  s ound appeal i ng at
al l !"  

I t 's  fun ny.  Of  a l l  the  stu f f  yo ur  parents  te l l  you,  you choose a  couple  of  th i ngs  th at
st ick ,  and with  me,  th at  on e stuck .  So in  part  because of  that ,  I  went  on th e  path  of
weather  and s cience.

Q: I  KNOW YOU'VE DONE QUITE A BIT OF STORM CHASING IN YOUR CAREER,
AND I  HEARD THAT YOUR LAST EXPERIENCE WAS PRETTY MEMORABLE. CAN
YOU TELL ME ABOUT THAT? 

A:  I  started storm ch a sing a round my sophomore year  at  Texas  A&M,  and we had a  lot
of  fun .  That  contin ued wh en  I  wo rked for  se veral  TV  stat ions;  the y  wou ld send us  ou t
to  chase.  Back th en,  e ver ybo d y was at  a  safe  distance.  The goal  was  not  to
handshake th e torn a do.  But  aro und 2010,  a  couple  of  popular  TV  sh ow s aire d that
glor i f ied the who le  idea that  gett ing  c lose  is  where  you want  to  be .  So we  started
gett in g bold  b eca u se we rea l ized t hat  e ver ybody else  was  doing th at .  Most  of  the
t ime,  i t  was  f ine.  I t  wa s  a  th r i l l  r ide.  But  the  popular i ty  of  those sh ow s cau sed a  lot
more inexperienced peo ple  to  be  on the road storm chasing.  Most  we re  just  fol lowing
aro und actual  storm chas ers .  T he y would look for  the  cars  with  al l  th e  l i gh ts ,  s i re ns ,
f lags  and an tennas  a n d th in k ,  " I 'm gonna go fol low that  guy.”

The problem is  th at  c lo g s  up the networks  for  gett ing  out  of  areas  you  don't  want  to
be in .  Ty pical ly,  esca pe ro u tes  are  eastward roads,  then you can go sou th  or  go north
dependin g on the movem en t  o f  the  storm,  etc .  So this  part icular  day  was  the 2013 El
Ren o tornado.  My  cha s e pa rtner  and I  were  doing what  we normal ly  do w hen i t
quick ly  turned from that  feel ing  o f,  "Awesome,  we've  done this  1000 t imes ,"  to,  " Oh ,
no,  we're  gonna  die."  



M a p  v i e w  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  A a r o n  a n d  h i s  c h a s e  p a r t n e r  t o  t h e  t o r n a d o .  I m a g e  c o u r t e s y  o f  A a r o n  T u t t l e .  

The roads had qu ick ly  c lo g ged with  storm chasers ,  a l l  moving abou t  20  to  30  mi le s  an
hour.  So our  escape ro ute  east  wasn't  gonna work ,  forc ing us  to  go sou th .  What  we
did not  real ize  at  th e  t ime is  that  this  storm did  what  ver y  fe w do,  and instead of
going in  some direct ion east ,  i t  went  due south.  A s  we're  travel ing  sou th ward,  we're
watchin g i t  o n th e ra da r,  an d I 'm st i l l  th inking i t  would turn back east .  Bu t  i t  d i dn't .  I
real ized that  we were  go in g  to  cross  paths,  and I  yel led to  my partne r,  "Floor  i t !”    I 'm
real iz ing  we're  proba bly  both abo ut  to  die,  but  I  don't  want  him to  k now th at
because he's  gonn a  f rea k  out .

By  this  po int ,  the  trai l  i s  coming ver y,  ver y  c lose  to  us,  I 'm gonna s ay  i t  was  le ss  than
100 yards  away at  this  po in t ,  b ut  i t  could  have been as  c lose  as  30.  The cone  of  the
trai l  is  what  you v is ibly  see.  What  you don't  see  is  the  outer  c i rculat i ons  of  th e  trai l ,
which can either  be  inv is ible  or  sometimes can have a  l i tt le  dust  arou nd th e m ,  cal led
rain- wrapped curtain s .  In  other  words,  the  fa l l ing  rainfal l  gets  w rappe d arou nd the
outskirts  of  the  trai l .  So  as  we're  dr iv ing southward,  I  real ize  we're  within  that
wrapping rotat in g  curtain,  a nd I 'm going,  “Oh,  no,  this  thing has  expande d.”  Even
tho ugh I 'm watchin g  the co ne,  the  whole  thing is  growing ex pone nti al ly  i n  speed,
t ime,  an d  distance.  And we're  now in  i t ,  and we needed to  get  out  of  i t  fast ,  be caus e
at  some poin t ,  th ose win ds  wi l l  co nt inue to  crank up,  and the car  w i l l  lose  tract ion.
My partner  had his  Subu rban V 8  f loored,  and we were  only  going arou nd 50.    That
gives  you an idea of  h ow powerful l y  the  inf low was pul l ing  us  back toward the  cone .  

We got  out  of  i t ,  th a n k  goo dness.  And at  that  point ,    I  was  l ike,  " You  know  what ,  let 's
go home.  Let ’s  l ive  to  tel l  about  i t ."  I  went  back and analyzed the data  f rom  the radar
and the t iming and real ized t hat  we were  e ight  seconds f rom death.  And that  was  m y
wake -up cal l .  I ’d  had en ou g h  o f  storm chasing.  I t  had been fun,  bu t  I  was  ready for
somethin g ne w.  



Q: CAN YOU TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR CAREER TRAJECTORY FROM
YOUR FIRST JOB IN METEOROLOGY TO WHERE YOU ARE NOW?

A:  TV  was the f i l ter  I  saw th e weather  through,  so  that ’s  the  dire ct ion I  chos e.  Lucki ly,
I  was  a  good f i t .  Not  e ver yo n e is .  You've  got  to  play  the  role  of  an e ducator,  but  you
als o have to  be  a  safety  advo cate,  AND you need to  be entertaini ng on top of  a l l  that!
Then,  you have to  be  a  s c ien t ist ,  know what  you're  doing,  come up w i th  a  forecast ,
and not  be  wrong en o u g h t im es to  keep the job.  I  d id  i t  for  a bou t  12  years ,  but  then I
not iced that  the  in du str y  was  cha nging.  The Internet  started tak i ng ove r  around
2010,  and the spa ce for  te le v is io n was e volv ing r ight  a long with  e ver ything els e.  

A  lot  of  peo ple,  once the y master  a  craft ,  are  ready for  another  chal le nge .  That 's
where  I  was.  I  ha d a  fe w j ob o f fers ,  and one was with  the FAA working again  on
weather  radars.  Rada r  was  my passion,  so  I  made the transit ion to  go work for  the
Federal  Av iat io n  A dmin istrat io n C enter  working on the terminal  Dopple r  weather
radar,  which is  d istr ib uted in  45  o f  the  major  a irports  across  the  cou ntr y.  Th e job was
great ,  but  I  missed h elpin g  others  and providing forecasts .  Becaus e  I  was  good at
that ,  an d I  needed a n  o utlet ,  I  sta rted my Facebook page.  I t  starte d ou t  just  me
giv in g out  foreca sts ,  and th en i t  just  ble w up.  That  page reached abou t  100,000
fol lowers  a lmo st  overn ig ht ,  co mpletely  organical ly.  

In  2014 I  bui l t  my own  studio  and started broadcast ing l ive  se ve re  weath e r  coverage.
I  re leased my  own  weath er  a p p,  ATsWeatherToGo  that  a l lowed m y  audience to  tune
into me direct ly  a nd watch the l ive  coverage that  I  presented.  I  was  a  pi onee r
witho ut  real iz ing  I  was  a  pioneer.  I  was  throwing stuf f  to  the  wal l  to  see  w hat  stu ck .  
My so cial  media  pres ence co n t inued to  grow and produced a  lot  of  cove rage,  which i s
when tele v is io n stat io ns  in  th e  ma rket  took not ice.  The y didn't  l i ke  i t .  This  was
somebo dy competin g with  them direct ly  us ing tools  and platform s th e y  we ren’t  as
famil iar  with  yet .

I  created a  hu gely  po pu la r  weather  platform without  tradit ional  te le vis i on me dia
outlets  in  the  number  o n e weather  market  in  the  countr y.  And I 'm  not  say i ng that  to
bra g,  I 'm just  sa yin g  i t  I 'm s ho cked!  Because I  d idn't  know what  I  was  doi ng.  That 's
the funniest  part .  Yo u may  h ave ski l l  sets  that  taught  you things  you di dn’t  real ize
you were  learning b eca u se i t  was  so  gradual .  Then one day,  you  ju st  put  i t  a l l
together,  an d i t  ju st  c l icks.

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE OR KIDS OUT THERE WHO
MIGHT BE CONSIDERING A CAREER IN METEOROLOGY?

  A:  My adv ice  wo uld be to  lea rn as  much higher  le vel  math,  physics ,  ch e m i str y,  and
computer  sc ience as  po s sible.  And yes,  that  means programming,  aka learni ng to
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code.  You have to  h a ve th e fundamentals  of  a l l  four  of  those things ,  and th e y are  not
easy.  That  as ide,  yo u  a lso  need to  learn how to  communicate.  You are  no good to
anyone i f  yo u have a l l  th is  k n owledge and you have no abi l i ty  to  commu nicate  i t
down to  a  le vel  mo st  a n yo n e ca n understand.  

 A s  far  as  where  you  want  to  go  in  this  f ie ld,  that 's  the  k ind of  bad ne ws .  TV  u sed to
be a  big  o ut let .  An d i t  st i l l  i s ,  but  t hings  are  shi f t ing.  I  th ink there 's  gonna be this
blended approa ch of  t ra dit ional  te le vis ion ne ws that  you used to  see  and then kind
of  the  social  media  wo rld  an d the two may co -mingle,  or  you m i gh t  go one or  the
oth er.  There  are  also  j ob o pp o rtunit ies  with  the federal  government ,  ty pi cal ly
dependen t  on fun ding.  But  i f  yo u can get  a  government  job,  that ’s  a  great
opportunity.  Then  yo u have academia.  I f  that 's  what  you love,  you  can stay  i n  th at
world,  jump on res earch  proj ects ,  etc .  And then of  course,  there’s  th e  pr ivate  s ector,
which includes  the a ir l ine  an d radar  industr ies .  Baron Weather ,  for  example .  The y
are  pioneers  in  the  pr ivate  weather  industr y.  

The last  b it  of  advice  I  have fo r  yo u is :  don't  be  anchored to  one job,  be  ready  to
move aroun d within  that  industr y.  One may be heavy on chemistr y.  One m ay be
heavy on coding o r  phys ics  when designing ne w computer  models  or  work i ng with
tho se models .  An d then o ne may  b e on the showman s ide.  Do you  know  h ow  to  be  a
salesman? Do you  know h ow to  ta ke al l  th is  knowledge that  you  h ave  and pres ent  i t
to  an other  group,  s u ch as  the  government?  So there  are  a l l  k inds  of  way s  you  ne ed to
be f lex ible  in  that  world.

Q: SPEAKING OF BOB BARON, HE IS HELPING CREATE A STATEWIDE
WEATHER NETWORK WITH TEMPEST WEATHER STATIONS IN ALABAMA. DO
YOU THINK THAT MOST COMMUNITIES WOULD BENEFIT FROM SIMILAR
MESONETS?

A:  Yes,  for  sure.  Oklah oma was the f i rst  to  pioneer  the  Oklahoma Me sonet .  A nd that
was a  governmen t-spo n s ored network where  e ver y  county  in  Oklah om a had at  least
one Mesonet  stat io n .  (Obvio usly,  some have more than one) .  And I  th i nk th at  was  the
blu eprint  that  Bo b  lo o ked at  and said,  you know,  we need to  m i m i c  that .  A nd so
when Tempest  ca me alo ng,  that  was  a  cost-ef fect ive  approach th at  anyone cou ld tap
into both f rom th e governmen t  sector  down,  you know,  to  just  a  cool  Chr istm as  gi f t .

https://baronweather.com/


The more o f  tho se sens ors  o ut  there,  the  better  i t  is  in  what  we cal l  m i crocl i mates  of
meteo rolog y.  That  ca n  come into  play  when forecast ing for  se vere  storm s and better
understanding en v iro n m en ts  for  tornado genesis ,  etc .  There  are  u nl i m i ted ways  you
cou ld probably  th ink  of  h ow this  data  wi l l  help.  Plus,  I  th ink the m ore sensors  you
have,  the  cal ibrat ion o f  erro r  dec reases.  In  other  words,  maybe a  sensor  has  a  certain
amo unt  o f  error  with  i t ,  bu t  once you put  that  one sensor  in  a  de ns e ly  packe d area
with  al l  the  other  s enso rs,  a l l  o f  a  sudden that  that  error  starts  to  di m i nis h because
now you can co mpa re f ro m  one another  to  another  to  another,  i n  amongst  the  rest  of
the data  sources  yo u may  u s e  to  k ind of  col laborate.  

Q: SWITCHING GEARS A LITTLE BIT -  SOME FOLKS MIGHT KNOW YOU FROM
SOME VENTURES THAT ARE NOT WEATHER RELATED. CAN YOU TELL US A BIT
ABOUT WHAT YOU LIKE TO DO WHEN YOU'RE NOT REPORTING THE
WEATHER? 

A:  Here's  the  pro b lem that  we have in  society,  just  in  general  for  hu m ans.  For
whate ver  reason,  we l ike  to  put  ea ch other  in  a  box.  You're  a l lowe d to  do th i s  one
thing and this  o n e th in g  on ly.  Why?  Because that 's  what  I  know you  as.  You 're  not
al lowed to  do anythin g  els e.  And that 's  unfortunate  because that  keeps  people
trapped an d makes  th em feel  l ike  the y  can't  do anything or  shou ldn't  do anything.
And that 's  no n sense.  Yo u' re  a  person,  you're  an indiv idual ,  and you 're  f ree  to  go tr y
somethin g ne w.  

I 've  got  the  weather  ba ckg round,  and because of  my media  exper ience,  I  s hot  other
commercials ,  d id  a  cameo in  a  movie,  and e ven did  a  couple  of  real i ty  TV  s hows .
Tho se are  al l  th in gs  yo u don 't  sa y  no to  because you ne ver  know w here  i t  wi l l  lead.
So say  yes,  becau s e i t 's  d i f ferent ,  and i t 's  fun,  and you might  be  a  l i tt le  ner vous,  but
who cares?  Tr y  i t  out .  For  example,  I  a lways  wanted to  compete i n  f i tne ss  e ve r  s i nce
col lege.  So I  f ina l ly  wen t  dow n that  road and got  into  bodybui lding.

I f  you wan t  to  lea rn wh at  yo u are  capable  of,  t r y  bodybui lding.  I t  w i l l  teach  you
about  perse verance,  consistenc y,  and not  g iv ing up when you want  to  qu i t .  You wi l l
have to  eat  foo d that  do esn ' t  have the best  taste  because i t 's  not  for  taste  but  for
fuel .  I  had a  ver y  c lean ,  wh olesome diet  for  a  long t ime.  And I  don't  m ean a  long
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t ime,  l ike  a  fe w days.  I ’m talk ing about  months  and years .  And w hi le  you're  doing
this ,  of  course,  you' re  tra in ing in  t he  g ym.  At  some point ,  you are  watch i ng your
entire  bo dy transfo rm ,  tu rning into  something you've  ne ver  seen before.  Th at  g i ves
you this  passion to  keep goin g  because you see the results .  

You  spend mo nths  pract ic in g  po sing.  You're  dead exhausted at  the  e nd of  the  day,
but  before  yo u  go to  bed,  you  st i l l  have to  spend another  20  minute s  pract ic ing,  and
then i t 's  your  stage t im e.  A n d  by  then,  your  mind is  a  vegetable  be cau se you 've
depleted yoursel f  f ro m certa in  fo ods and carbs.  I t 's  the  weirdest  thing be cau se you
are  physical ly  the  wea kest  you wi l l  e ver  be.  You can't  think straight .  You  s e r ve  no
purpose in  society  in  th is  state  o f  ex istence.  But  you look l ike  you  could conque r  the
world.  

So you go thro ugh  this  who le  pro cess,  and you learn so  much more  about  yours el f ;
you have a  better  a ppreciat ion of  d iet  and exercise  and the conf i de nce  in  know ing
what  you can endure.  I  won  my  lo cal  show here  in  Oklahoma City  in  the  Masters
catego r y,  an d th en went  down to  Dal las  the  fol lowing week and won in  the  Masters
catego r y  there.  And th en  I  sa id,  "Okay,  I 'm done.  I 've  been in  th is  for  a  fe w years ,  I
accomplished my  goal .  What's  next?"  

A aron Tuttle  is  a  W eathe rFlow-Te mpest  Ambassador.  To learn m ore about  this
program, click here .

Sta y in  touch with  A a ro n :

                 

 

 - OTHER WEATHER NEWS -

PREPARING FOR WINTER STORMS  

Winter  storms can b r in g  f reezing temperatures,  ic y  roads,  power  fa i lu res ,  and a  loss
of  communicat io n  ser vices.  The b est  t ime to  prepare  for  such an e ve nt  is  long before
one is  fo recast .  Here  are  s om e hel pful  guidel ines  and t ips  to  fol low.

Read M ore >> >

https://ambassador.weatherflow.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ATsWeather
https://twitter.com/AaronTuttleOK
https://www.youtube.com/AaronTuttleOK
https://twitter.com/AaronTuttleOK
https://aarontuttleweather.com/
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/winter-storm.html
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CLIMATE CHANGE COULD MAKE SNOWSTORMS EVEN BIGGER  

While  large  amoun ts  o f  snowfal l  in  the  winter  might  not  seem l ike  a  s i gn of  a
warming c l imate,  sc ien t ists  ex plain  how a  trend of  white  Chr istm as e s  can be
con f irmation  that  things  are  heat ing up.  Factors  l ike  a ir  temperature s  and le vels  of
moisture,  o cea n temperatu re s,  and e ven changes  in  the  polar  vortex  are  comi ng
together  to  create  s ystems th at  are  more prone to  dump large amou nts  of  s nowfal l
across  a  growing  num b er  of  regions  around the world.

Read M ore >> >

WEATHER DISASTERS COST OVER $100B FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW  

For  the  second yea r,  extreme weat her  disasters  have caused over  $100 bi l l ion in
ins ured losses  g lo ba l ly.  Whi le  Hurr icane Ian caused the largest  s i ngle  e vent
con tr ibut ion ,  other  e vents  f rom around the world,  l ike  winter  storms  in  Eu rope and
f looding in  Austral ia  an d So uth Af r ica,  and more can be held  to  blam e .  

Read M ore >> >

SOWING YOUR WINTER GARDEN  

Don’t  let  the  winter  weath er  d a mpen (or  f reeze)  your  gardening!  Eve n i n  th e
offseason,  container  an d direct  sowing can keep you gardening al l  year.  From sowing
how-to’s  and f lower  suggest ions  for  winter  sowing,  this  guide can get  you started just
in  t ime fo r  the  win ter  s easo n .

Read M ore >> >
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