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Today in Tempest News: A talk with meteorologist and hurricane specialist Bryan
Norcross about the scariest hurricane moment he's ever had, evacuating during a
pandemic, and the danger of assuming anyone knows how a hurricane will behave.
Plus a look at the raging wildfires in the West and Hurricane Laura as the storm
approaches.

WHERE THERE'S SMOKE

Deadly California wildfires have burned over 1 million acres with no end in sight as
13,000 firefighters struggle to contain the blazes while more continue to emerge.
Meanwhile, Colorado is experiencing a double crisis, as smoke from the fires there
combine with particles spewed from California’s fires, worsening air quality across
the state.

HURRICANE LAURA

Tropical Storm Marco was downgraded to a tropical depression, but Hurricane
Laura's approach has sparked evacuations in parts of Texas and Louisiana as the
storm rapidly intensifies.


https://tempest.weatherflow.com/
https://tempest.weatherflow.com/author/weatherflow
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/disaster-inside-disaster-california-wildfires-covid-19-form-twin-crises-n1238031
https://www.cpr.org/2020/08/24/colorado-wildfire-updates-2020-evacuations-closures-size-7/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/25/weather/marco-laura-gulf-coast-weather-forecast-tuesday/index.html
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«...With Meteorologist and Hurricane Specialist Bryan Norcross.

Bryan Norcross is well known for his fact-based, no-nonsense hurricane reporting. He
has analyzed hurricanes for a number of news outlets, including CBS News, The
Weather Channel, and WFOR in Miami. Bryan became a beloved figure in national
news after his empathetic and in-depth coverage of Hurricane Andrew in 1992.

We sat down with him to talk about his scariest hurricane moment, hurricane

forecasting, and why hurricanes seem to be getting more severe.




[A timelapse shows Hurricane Andrew from right to left on August 23, 24, and 2
1992. One weather station at a private home clocked winds blowing up to 177 mj

Courtesy of NASA.]

Q: Hurricane Andrew took place 28 years ago. As Tropical Storm Laura and Marco
are about to make landfall, are there any similarities?

A: Hurricane Andrew missed Miami by 12 miles. It was an amazingly close call for the
heart of Miami. People still live with that memory today.

Thankfully, Laura is expected to make landfall late Wednesday or early Thursday -
somewhere between Louisiana and Texas. And it's been downgraded to a Category 2.
Still, you have to worry about heavy rain and flooding.

Q: Scientists are predicting this could be the most active season on record. Do
more hurricanes also mean hurricanes are getting worse?

A: Climate scientists are measuring a slight increase in the intensity of powerful
storms, and measuring more rainfall — so the storms are more likely to produce
floods. The effect of intensity change is small compared to the effect of the
development of the coastline. We've hyper-developed the coastline, putting so many
people in harm's way, a problem that has gotten progressively worse.

Storms are in single-digit percent stronger on average, so yes, storms are detectably
stranger. But with hundreds of thousands of people moving here and living in high
rises on the coast, that's the more significant public safety issue that we don't have
a way to handle properly.

The other issue is with climate. Namely, the sea level is rising - that's a fact. And that
makes hurricanes worse now than in the past. When you are starting with higher
water already, flooding is much more likely. We are spectacularly more vulnerable
now, so when storms do come, they do more damage.

Q: Is it getting easier (or more accurate?) to predict big storms?

A:Hurricane forecasts are better now, the best they've ever been. But that's mainly
because we have more computing power behind them. Better forecasts are directly
related to computer power and getting more data. WeatherFlow is one of those
invaluable sources of surface weather data, especially since we're getting less data
from airplanes during COVID.


https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/78948/remembering-hurricane-andrew

Forecasts are never going to be perfect. We will always be predicting extreme eve

with a certain level of uncertainty. It's the nature of the atmosphere—it's
fundamentally unpredictable.

Q:What do you advise people to do? Move?

A:Everybody needs a plan, which is even harder in these COVID days. There are three
ways to evacuate: Getting out of town ought to be doable, but with fewer airplanes
flying, it will be a challenge if you want to leave by air. Other people drive and go to
hotels, but most people would typically stay with friends in a safer location. Given
the desire to remain socially distant, many people are reluctant to stay with
extended family or friends. It's important that you answer the big questions: Where
will you and your family ride out a storm? How will you protect your property? How
will you have enough water to drink and wash and flush the toilet? And who is your
family's point of contact out of town? A little effort now will save you a lot of grief
after a storm.

Q:Last question: what was the scariest hurricane moment you ever had?

A: By far the scariest was Hurricane Andrew. | knew that people were dying in Dade
County that night; there was no question. That was a terrifying experience for myself
and my city. The concern | felt shaped my reporting, and | was intentionally very
clear about what was happening so the community could prepare, or at the very
least, anticipate. | offered suggestions to help citizens stay safe, and | am happy that
so many people were able to do just that. To this day, people say, 'You saved my life.
You said to get under a mattress, and after | did, the winds brought down my
bedroom wall.'

Nobody knows what's going to happen when a hurricane approaches. Every hurricane
is different. The four strongest hurricanes ever to hit the U.S. in the 20th century
were all tropical storms just three days before impact. Sometimes we'll see a
Category 1 that wreaks havoc; other times, we'll get a Category 3 that fizzles out. You
have to treat every hurricane as if it has a unique personality.

With a hurricane, never assume, "Oh this one is going to be just like that last."” By
nature, they end up being different. Every single one is different.
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Interview by Ann Marie Gardner. Find her on Instagram @thenewweather
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