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Today in  Tempest  Ne ws:  A  tal k  with  meteorologist  and hurr icane special ist  Br yan
Norcross  about  th e  s car iest  hurr icane moment  he's  e ver  had,  e vacuating during a
pan demic,  and the da n ger  of  a ssuming anyone knows how a  hurr icane w i l l  behave.  
Plu s  a  lo ok at  the  rag in g  wi ldf i res  in  the  West  and Hurr icane Lau ra  as  th e  storm
approaches.

WHERE THERE'S SMOKE

Deadly  California wild f ire s  have burned over  1  mi l l ion acres  with  no end in  s ight  as
13,000 f i ref ighters  struggle  to  contain  the blazes  whi le  more continue to  e m e rge .
Mean while ,  C olorado  i s  exper ienc ing a  double  cr is is ,  as  smoke from the f i res  there
combine with  pa rt ic les  spe wed f ro m Cal i fornia’s  f i res ,  worsening air  qual i ty  across
the state.

HURRICANE LAURA   

Tropical  Storm Ma rco  was  downgraded to  a  tropical  depression,  bu t  Hurr icane
Laura's  approa ch h a s  sparked  evacuations  in  parts  of  Texas  and Lou i s iana as  the
storm rapidly  in ten s i f ies .  
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…..with M eteorologist  and H ur ricane Specialist  Bryan Norcross.

Br yan Norcro ss  is  wel l  known  for  h is  fact-based,  no -nonsense hu rr i cane  re port ing.  He
has  analyzed hurr ica n es  fo r  a  number  of  ne ws outlets ,  including CBS Ne ws ,  The
Weather  Chan nel ,  and WFOR in  Miami.  Br yan became a  beloved f i gu re  i n  nat ional
ne ws after  h is  em pathet ic  an d in-depth coverage of  Hurr icane Andre w i n  1992.  

We sat  down with  h im to  talk  abo ut  his  scar iest  hurr icane moment ,  h urr icane
forecast in g,  and wh y  hurr ica n es  seem to  be gett ing  more se vere.



[A  t imelaps e shows Hu rr icane Andre w from r ight  to  left  on August  23,  24,  and 25,
1992.  On e weather  stat io n at  a  pr ivate  home clocked winds  blowing up to  177 mph.

C ourtesy  of  NASA . ]

Q: Hurr icane A ndrew  took p l ace 28 years  ago.  A s  Tropical  Storm Laura an d Marco
are about  to  make land fall ,  are  t here any similarit ies?

A:  Hurr icane Andre w mis sed Miami  by  12  miles .  I t  was  an amazingly  c lose  cal l  for  the
hea rt  of  Miami.  People  st i l l  l ive  with  that  memor y today.  
Tha nkf ul ly,  Laura  is  expected  to  make landfal l  late  Wednesday or  ear ly  Th ursday  -
some where between  Lo uis ia na and Texas.  And i t 's  been downgrade d to  a  Categor y  2 .
St i l l ,  you have to  worr y  a bou t  hea vy rain  and f looding.

Q: Scientists  are  predicting t his  could be the most  active season  on  record.  Do
more hu r ricanes als o mean hurricanes are getting worse?

A:  Cl imate  sc ien t ists  a re  mea suring a  s l ight  increase in  the  intensity  of  powerfu l
storms,  and meas u rin g  more rainfal l  — so  the storms are  more l i kely  to  produce
f loods.  The ef fect  o f  inten s ity  cha nge is  smal l  compared to  the  ef fe ct  of  the
de velo pmen t  o f  the  coast l in e.  W e've  hyper-de veloped the coast l i ne,  putt i ng  s o  many
people  in  harm's  way,  a  pro b lem t hat  has  gotten progressively  wors e .

Storms are  in  s ingle - digit  percent  stronger  on average,  so  yes,  storms  are  detectably
stranger.  But  with  h u n dreds  o f  thousands of  people  moving here  and l i v i ng  in  h igh
r ises  on the coast ,  that 's  th e  mo re s igni f icant  publ ic  safety  issu e  that  we don't  h ave
a way to  han dle  pro perly.  

The other  issue is  with  c l im ate.  N a mely,  the  sea le vel  is  r is ing  -  th at 's  a  fact .  And that
makes  hurr icanes  worse  n ow than in  the  past .  When you are  start ing  w i th  h i ghe r
water  a lready,  f loo din g  is  m uch more l ikely.  We are  spectacular ly  more  vu lnerable
now,  so  when  storms do  come,  the y  do more damage.

Q: Is  it  getting easie r  ( or  mo re accurate?)  to  predict  big  storms?

A:Hurr icane fo reca sts  a re  better  now,  the  best  the y've  e ver  been.  But  that 's  m ainly
because we ha ve mo re co mputing power  behind them.  Better  fore casts  are  dire ct ly
related to  computer  power  a nd gett ing  more data.  WeatherFlow i s  one of  thos e
invaluable  so u rces  of  s urface weather  data,  especial ly  s ince we're  gett ing  less  data
from airplanes  du r ing  COVI D .  

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/78948/remembering-hurricane-andrew


Forecasts  are  ne ver  going to  b e  perfect .  We wi l l  a lways  be predict i ng  extre m e  e vents
with  a  certain  le vel  o f  uncertainty.  I t 's  the  nature  of  the  atmosph e re —it 's
fun damen tal ly  un predicta ble.

Q:What do you ad v is e  p e ople to  do? Move?

A:Ever ybody needs a  pla n,  wh ich is  e ven harder  in  these COVID days .  There  are  thre e
ways  to  e vacuate:  G ett in g  o ut  o f  town ought  to  be  doable,  but  with  fe we r  a i rplanes
f ly ing,  i t  wi l l  be  a  chal lenge i f  yo u want  to  leave by  a ir.  Other  people  dr ive  and go to
hotels ,  but  most  people  wo uld ty pical ly  stay  with  f r iends  in  a  safer  locat ion.  Give n
the desire  to  remain so cial ly  distant ,  many people  are  reluctant  to  stay  w i th
extended family  o r  f r ien ds .  I t 's  important  that  you answer  the  big  qu e st ions:  Where
wil l  you an d you r  fam ily  r ide  o ut  a  storm? How wi l l  you protect  your  property?  How
wil l  you have en ough  water  to  dr ink  and wash and f lush the toi let?  A nd w ho is  your
family 's  point  of  con tact  out  o f  town? A  l i tt le  ef fort  now wi l l  save  you a  lot  of  gr ief
after  a  storm.

Q:Last  question:  what  was th e scariest  hurricane moment you ever  had? 

A:  By  far  the  sca r iest  wa s  Hu rr icane Andre w.  I  kne w that  people  were  dying i n  Dade
Cou nty  that  nig ht ;  th ere  was  no  quest ion.  That  was  a  terr i fy ing experience for  mys el f
and my  c i ty.  The co n cern  I  fe l t  shaped my report ing,  and I  was  i nte nt i onal ly  ver y
clear  abo ut  what  was  h a ppening so  the community  could prepare ,  or  at  the  ver y
least ,  an t ic ipate.  I  o f fered s u ggest ions  to  help  c i t izens  stay  safe,  and I  am happy that
so many  people  were  able  to  do  j ust  that .  To this  day,  people  say,  'You saved m y  l i fe .
You  said  to  get  un der  a  mattress,  and after  I  d id,  the  winds  brou gh t  dow n m y
bedroo m wal l .'  

Nobody k nows wh at's  go in g  to  happen when a  hurr icane approaches .  Ever y  hurr i cane
is  di f ferent .  The four  stro n gest  hurr icanes  e ver  to  hit  the  U.S.  i n  th e  20th centur y
were al l  t ropical  sto rms just  t hree days  before  impact .  Sometimes  we ' l l  s e e  a
Categor y  1  that  wrea ks  h a voc;  other  t imes,  we' l l  get  a  Categor y  3  that  f i zz les  ou t .  You
have to  treat  e ver y  hu rr ican e as  i f  i t  has  a  unique personal i t y.

With a  hurr icane,  n ever  as s u me,  "Oh this  one is  going to  be just  l ike that  last."  By
nature,  they  end u p  b e in g d i fferent.  Ever y single  one is  different.
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Inter vie w by  A nn  Marie  Gardner.  F ind her  on Instagram @thenewweather
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